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   Past, Ongoing, and Reasonably Foreseeable Activities in the Galena Watershed 

Special Use Permits General Location Activities/Description 
     
Communication Facilities Top of Dixie Butte Lease for use and maintenance of communication facilities on top of Dixie Butte.  Site occupies 

about 0.4 acres and is in the corner of Butte, Tincup/Little Butte, and Deerhorn/Little Boulder 
subwatersheds (SWSs).  Activity is not within an RHCA. 

Gauging Station Confluence of Middle Fork John 
Day (MFJD) River and Camp 
Creek 

Permit for river future gauging station.  Site occupies about 0.1 acres and is within the 
Coyote/Balance SWS.  Activity is within an RHCA. 

Overhead Power Lines Southeast portion of Galena 
Watershed (near Highway 26) 

Permit is for use and maintenance of Prairie City-Sumpter power lines.  Permit allows use of pole 
trucks, pickups, backhoes, and other line maintenance and equipment to replace power poles, repair 
lines, and cut hazard trees.  Power line corridor occupies about 18 acres and is within the 
Davis/Placer SWS.  A portion of the activity is within RHCAs. 

Overhead Power Lines Along the MFJD River and 
County Road 20 

Permit is for Mosquito Creek-Granite Boulder Creek power lines.  Permit allows use of pole trucks, 
pickups, backhoes, and other line maintenance and equipment to replace power poles, repair lines, 
and cut hazard trees.  Power line corridor occupies about 26 acres and is within the Mosquito/Bear, 
Elk/Jungle, Coyote/Balance, Sunshine/Dry, Ruby/Beaver, and Granite Boulder SWSs.  A portion of 
the activity is within RHCAs. 

Overhead Power Lines Near confluence of Cress Creek 
and MFJD River 

Permit is for Cress Creek power lines.  Permit allows use of pole trucks, pickups, backhoes, and 
other line maintenance and equipment to replace power poles, repair lines, and cut hazard trees.  
Power line corridor occupies about 2 acres and is within the Coyote/Balance SWS.  A portion of the 
activity is within RHCAs. 

Overhead Power Lines Southeast portion of Galena 
Watershed (near Highway 26) 

Permit is for Austin-Long Creek power lines.  Permit allows use of pole trucks, pickups, backhoes, 
and other line maintenance and equipment to replace power poles, repair lines, and cut hazard trees.  
Power line corridor occupies about 11 acres and is within the Davis/Placer SWS.  A portion of the 
activity is within RHCAs. 

Buried Telephone Cable Near County Road 20 and Forest 
Road 4550018 

Permit is for buried telephone cable.  Permit allows use of backhoe, cable plow, and shovels to install 
and repair buried line.  Buried line occupies about 16 acres and is within the Coyote/Balance and 
Sunshine/Dry SWSs.  A portion of the activity is within RHCAs 

Pasture Grazing County Road 20 and Cress Creek Permit is for allows nine animals for one animal unit month (AUM) to graze 19 acres of pasture from 
June 1 to October 30�not to exceed one AUM in any one year between the stated dates.  
Maintenance of fence line is allowed from Forest Road 2000385.  Activity is not within RHCAs. 

Galena Cemetery Near the town of Galena on 
County 20 

Permit allows fence repair, lawn mowing, and a backhoe to dig new graves.  Site occupies about 2 
acres and is within the Elk/Jungle SWS.  Activity is not within RHCAs. 

Domestic Water/Spring 
Development 

Near the town of Galena on 
County 20 

Permit allows maintenance of domestic water transmission lines, spring boxes, and storage tanks 
with backhoes and shovels.  Sites occupy about 1 acre and are within Elk/Jungle SWS.  Activity is 
within an RHCA. 

Domestic Water/Spring 
Development 

Near the town of Galena on 
County 20 

Permit allows development and operation of a new spring to supplement existing spring 
development.  Site occupies about 1 acre and is within the Elk/Jungle SWS.  Activity is within an 
RHCA. 
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Irrigation Ditch Near confluence of Jungle Creek 
and MFJD River 

Permit allows maintenance of water diversion structures with backhoes and shovels in Elk/Jungle 
SWS.  Site occupies about 1 acre.  Fish bearing streams will have fish screen installed and maintained 
by Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Water use is regulated by State water rights and is 
generally from April-September each year.  Activity is within an RHCA. 

Irrigation Ditches Near Vinegar Creek Permit allows maintenance of water diversion structures with backhoes and shovels in Vinegar SWS.  
Site occupies about 3 acres.  Fish bearing streams will have fish screen installed and maintained by 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Water use is regulated by State water rights and is 
generally from April-September each year.  Activity is within an RHCA. 

Irrigation Ditches Near Granite Boulder Creek Permit allows maintenance of water diversion structures with backhoes and shovels in Granite 
Boulder SWS.  Site occupies about 15 acres.  Fish bearing streams will have fish screen installed and 
maintained by Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Water use is regulated by State water rights 
and is generally from April-September each year.  Activity is within an RHCA. 

Irrigation Ditches Near Vincent Creek and Vinegar 
Creek 

Permit allows maintenance of water diversion structures with backhoes and shovels in Vincent and 
Vinegar SWSs.  Site occupies about 2 acres.  Fish bearing streams will have fish screen installed and 
maintained by Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Water use is regulated by State water rights 
and is generally from April-September each year.  Activity is within an RHCA. 

Private Road Access Near Pizer Creek and Forest Road 
2090048 in NW portion of 
watershed 

Permit allows use and maintenance of Forest Road 2090048.  Road is currently gated at the junction 
of 2090048 and 2090199.  Use is restricted to permittee and authorized Forest personnel.  Site 
occupies about 1 acre and is in Big SWS.  Activity is within an RHCA. 

Private Road Access Near Mosquito Creek and Forest 
Road 2000665 

Permit allows construction and use of Forest Road 2000665 to access private land.  Site occupies 
about ½ acre and is in the Mosquito/Bear SWS.  Activity is not within an RHCA 

Private Road Access Near Sunshine Creek Permit allows cross-country access on existing skid trail to walk logging equipment to private lands.  
Permit was authorized from 1/7/00 to 8/31/00.  Site occupies about 2 acres and is within the 
Sunshine/Dry SWS.  Activity is not within an RHCA. 

     
     

Engineering Activities General Location Activities/Description 
     
Middle Fork John Day Bridge Bridge across MFJD River on 

Forest Road 36 
Replacement of existing single-lane bridge constructed in 1957 with a new double-lane bridge in 
Coyote/Balance SWS.  New bridge will handle 100-year flows and debris passage, while enhancing 
user safety.  Associated activities include installing a temporary bridge while permanent one is being 
installed, in-stream placement of four bendway weirs (using boulders) to halt channel migration at 
and near the bridge, and asphalt paving of the bridge approaches.  Activity is within an RHCA and 
scheduled for completion in 2000 or 2001. 

Surface Rock Replacement Summit Fire Area Replace surface rock on portions of the 45, 4550, 4560, 4555350, 2000045, and 2000893 roads.  
Activities include crushing and stockpiling about 50,000 cubic yards.  About half of this aggregate 
will be placed on the roads in 2000, with the other half placed in 2001.  The layer of rock placed will 
range from four to eight inches in thickness and will be placed on the roads following blading and 
shaping.  Activity is within the Mosquito/Bear, Coyote/Balance, Big Boulder, Elk/Jungle, 
Sunshine/Dry, Tincup/Little Butte, and Beaver/Ruby SWSs and is also within RHCAs. 
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Highway 26 Reconstruction Highway 26 from Austin Junction 
to Blue Mountain Summit 

Reconstruct 10 miles of Highway 26 to meet current State highway standards.  Activities include 
widening, minor horizontal and vertical grade adjustments, slope stabilization, improve some road 
junctions and close others, replace all cross drainages, place base rock, and lay new asphalt.  All fish 
bearing stream crossings will be designed for fish passage and 100-year flow events.  Activity is 
complete and is within the Clear, Dry Fork, Phipps Meadow, Squaw Creek, Idaho Creek, and 
Summit Creek SWSs�these subwatersheds are not within the Southeast Galena Project Area, but 
are within the MFJD River sub-basin.  Activities are also within RHCAs. 

Jet Fuel Spill Cleanup County 20 near Galena Continued monitoring and cleanup of November 1998 jet fuel spill.  Activities include replacement 
of soil removed and cleaned Fall 2000 and two or three years of monitoring to ensure no chemical is 
leaching out of replaced soil.  Activity is located in Mosquito/Bear SWS. 

     
     

Forest Products & Other 
Related Activities 

General Location Activities/Description 

     
V V Beetle Reduction Headwaters of Vinegar Creek near 

Vinegar Hill 
Beetle reduction project located in the blow down area following the July 1998 windstorm.  Activities 
include placing about 150 beetle traps treated with pheromones to attract and capture bark beetles 
and placing bubble caps of MCH to repel insects from riparian areas.  Project is scheduled to be 
completed xx years.  Activities are located in Vincent and Vinegar SWSs and RHCAs. 

Moe Timber Sale Near Little Boulder Creek and 
Forest Road 2055 

Timber sale was sold in 1997 and is about 20 percent completed.  Sale was for about 8 million board 
feet of thinning and salvage harvesting over about 2,500 acres.  Remaining activities include 
harvesting, implementing road closures, and brush disposal. 

NW Galena Restoration NW portion of Galena Watershed Analysis is expected in 2002 and 2003 with implementation in 2004.  Activities are expected to 
include thinning, harvesting, prescribe fire, riparian enhancement, and update existing access and 
travel management plans.  Analysis area may include Big, Balance, Sunshine, and Ruby SWSs and 
may include RHCA enhancement.  A mix of helicopter, skyline, and tractor logging systems would 
be used. 

Mushroom Collecting All areas of the watershed Use is generally in moist forest types and during the late spring and early summer.  Impacts to the 
watershed usually include erosion and sedimentation caused by vehicles breaching closed roads 
during wet periods.  Use has tapered off over the last few years. 

Horn Collecting All areas of the watershed Use is generally during the spring and early summer.  Impacts to the watershed usually include 
erosion and sedimentation caused by vehicles breaching closed roads during wet periods and ATVs 
driving cross-country.  Use has increased over the last few years. 

Firewood Cutting All areas of the watershed Use is generally late spring through late fall.  Impacts to the watershed usually include erosion and 
sedimentation caused by vehicles breaching closed roads during wet periods and a reduction in 
suitable snags for wildlife, especially along open roads.  Use has tapered off over the last few years. 

     
     

Mining Activities General Location Activities/Description 
     
42 Placer Claims  Across the project area Includes deposits of unconsolidated materials, such as sand and gravel containing free gold or other 

minerals and many nonmetallic bedded or layered deposits.  The maximum size of a placer claim is 
20 acres per locator.   
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20 Lode Claims  Across the project area These claims are usually parallelogram with the longer side lines parallel to the vein or lode.  They are 
located by metes and bounds (giving length and direction by each boundary line).  They are limited 
by stature to a maximum of 1,500 feet in length along the vein or lode and 300 feet on either side. 

     
     

Grazing Activities General Location Activities/Description 
     
Lower Middle Fork Allotment North half of Galena Watershed Allotment is about 58,000 acres in size and has a carrying capacity of about 550 cows and about 

3,700 animal unit months (AUMs).  Grazing activity is within the Big, Mosquito/Bear, Jungle/Elk, 
Big Boulder, Coyote/Balance, Dry/Sunshine, Beaver/Ruby, and Granite Boulder SWSs.  Activity is 
permitted for about four months a year (usually May-September) and is within RHCAs. 

Upper Middle Fork Allotment South half of Galena Watershed Allotment is about 55,000 acres in size and has a carrying capacity of about 475 cows and about 
2,900 AUMs.  Grazing activity is within Beaver/Ruby, Butte, Tincup/Little Butte, Deerhorn/Little 
Boulder, Davis/Placer, Vincent, and Vinegar SWSs.  Activity is permitted for about four months a 
year (usually May-September) and within RHCAs 

Slide Creek Allotment Western portion of Galena 
Watershed�not all of the 
allotment is within the Galena 
Watershed 

Allotment is about 8,500 acres in size and has a carrying capacity of about 775 cows and about 4,600 
AUMs.  Grazing activity is within the Mosquito/Bear and Jungle/Elk SWSs.  Activity is permitted 
for about four months a year (usually May-September) and within RHCAs 

Bear Creek Allotment Western portion of Galena 
Watershed near Mosquito Creek 
and County Road 20 

Allotment is about 1,600 acres in size and has a carrying capacity of about 80 cows and about 500 
AUMs.  Grazing activity is within the Mosquito/Bear SWS.  Activity is permitted for about four 
months a year (usually May-September) and within RHCAs 

Balance Creek Allotment Near Balance Creek and County 
Road 20�not all of the allotment 
is within the Galena Watershed 

Allotment is about 300 acres in size and has a carrying capacity of about 10 cows and about 60 
AUMs. Grazing activity is within the Coyote/Balance SWS.  Activity is permitted for about four 
months a year (usually May-September) and within RHCAs 

Camp Creek Allotment Near Camp Creek and Forest 
Road 36�not all of the allotment 
is within the Galena Watershed 

Allotment is about 300 acres in size and has a carrying capacity of about 50 cows and about 250 
AUMs.  Grazing activity is within the Jungle/Elk SWS.  Activity is permitted for about four months 
a year (usually May-September) and within RHCAs 

     
     

Watershed Improvement General Location Activities/Description 
     
Riparian Enhancement Summit Fire area Within portions of Beaver, Dry, Big Boulder, Coyote, Elk, and Big subwatersheds, plant hardwoods 

and protect them (cage/fence) on about 10 miles of riparian area; protect about 5 miles of naturally 
growing hardwoods; place stream baffles and large wood on about 5 miles of stream; rehabilitate 
about 50 acres of moist meadows. 

Water Quality Monitoring Galena Watershed and adjoining 
watersheds 

Through Spring 2001, monitor water quality (including sediment) in the Summit Fire area and 
throughout the MFJD sub-basin. 
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NW Galena Riparian 
Enhancement 

NW portion of Galena Watershed Projects may be included in the Big, Balance, Sunshine, Ruby, and Granite Boulder subwatersheds.  
Proposals may include 30 miles of hardwood and conifer planting and protecting (fence/cage).  
Another 30 miles of naturally growing hardwoods would be protected (fence/cage).  About 200 acres 
of wet meadows would be rehabilitated.  Stream baffles and large wood on about 30 miles of stream 
may be included along with rehabilitation of about 30 former log landing sites located within riparian 
areas.  Proposal may include less than a mile of heavy equipment to improve stream meander within 
the tailings on the Middle Fork.  Analysis is expected to begin in 2003. 

Riparian Enhancement/Channel 
Restoration 

Middle Fork of John Day River Confederate Tribes of Warm Springs has entered into a long-term lease of riparian area along the 
Middle Fork.  These area have been excluded from cattle use and will receive channel restoration 
work with purpose of improving connectivity of streams for fish passage. 

Riparian Enhancement In Southeast Galena Project Area Plant and protect hardwoods (cage/fence) on about 12 miles of stream in Vinegar, Tincup, Placer, 
and Deerhorn drainages. 

     
     

Other Actions General Location Activities/Description 
     
Noxious Weed Spraying Along County Road 20 Ongoing spaying weed killer of noxious weed by the County. 
Malheur Noxious Weed Control Forest Wide The Southeast Galena Project Area is located within the Middle Fork John Day Sub-Basin of which 

was included within this Forest Wide analysis.  Treatments of noxious weeds in the Middle Fork 
John Day Sub-Basin include about 94 acres of biological control, 81 acres of herbicide control, and 
15 acres of manual control equaling about 190 acres. 

   
     

Activities on Private Land General Location Activities/Description 
     
Grazing Along MFJD River and County 

Road 20 
Livestock grazing is expected to continue along the MFJD River on private lands. 

Timber Harvest The Nature Conservancy Lands 
along the MFJD River 

The majority of the harvesting has taken place.  Activities included partial removal salvage of about 
130 acres burned by the Summit Fire. 

     
 


